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Personal details 

Prof Eva Maria Belser (EMB) holds a Chair for Constitutional and Administrative Law at the University of Fribourg (since 
2008) and a UNESCO Chair in Human Rights and Democracy (since 2014). Since 2008, she is Co-Director of the Institute 
of Federalism and heads its international center. She is a member of the board of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human 
Rights and co-directs the thematic cluster “Institutional Aspects of Human Rights Implementation”. 

EMB regularly accepts mandates to serve as a Swiss expert in international cooperation and consultancy projects. Her 
recent consultancy activities were related to Ethiopia, Iraq, the Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Syria. In 2016, she 
has been elected first vice-president of the International Association of Centres for Federal Studies (IACFS); in 2022, she 
has been elected president of the association. Since 2018, she is a member of the Group of Independent Experts of the 
European Charter of Local Self-Government (GIE) and has been elected vice president of the Group in 2019. For her 
achievement in the field of comparative federalism, she has been awarded the federalism prize 2019 by the ch 
foundation. In 2020, she was appointed member of the Ethical, Legal and Social Implications expert group of the 
National Covid 19 Science Task Force. On 1 December 2020, EMB has been elected member of the Board of Advisors of 
International IDEA. 

EMB has research and teaching experience in Swiss and comparative constitutional law, federalism, decentralisation 
and globalisation, national and international human rights, minority rights and democracy as well as development 
cooperation, constitution making and conflict resolution. She is also interested in law and literature and, together with 
Michel Heinzmann, responsible for the program “When law meets film”. 

She is a Swiss national, born on 26 June 1970 in Lucerne, and married to Stephan Wyss, Dr. phil. and lic. theol. She is the 
mother of Luis Severin, born on 22 September 1997, and Antilia Teresa, born on 23 August 1999. 

 

Educational Qualifications 

EMB holds a bilingual (German-French) Master of Law (Licentiate), summa cum laude (award), and a Doctor iuris (PhD) 
from the University of Fribourg, summa cum laude (award). Her doctoral thesis was a comparative analyses of the effects 
of unequal bargaining power of parties on contract law (“Freedom of Contract and Justice of Contract, A Comparative 
Analysis“, Freiburg 2000). She conducted SNF-funded postdoctoral research at the Institut des Hautes Etudes 
Internationales in Paris (2000-2002) and at the Faculty of Law of the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town (2002-
2003) where she was also lecturing and participating in development cooperation projects in South Africa and 
Mozambique. In 2006, she obtained a venia legendi in public international law, economic law and private law for her 
habilitation thesis (“The White Man’s Burden, Labour and Human Rights in a Globalised World”, Freiburg 2007). In the 
habilitation thesis, she examined the historic and current links between labour and human rights and liberalised 
markets. She analysed the effects of trade liberalisation on state power and stability and on socio-economic equality 
and compared the colonial ideology (“the white man’s burden”) to today’s paradigms of globalisation.  

Since 2006, EMB is a tenured Professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Fribourg. She has been a guest professor 
at the McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism in Montréal (2011), at the Center for Transnational Legal 
Studies (CTLS) in London (2013 and 2016), at the Center for Federal Studies (CFS) at Addis Ababa University (2013 and 
2016), at the Max-Planck-Institute for Foreign Law and Public International Law in Heidelberg (2014), a visiting 
researcher in Vienna (2015) and a guest professor at South China Norma University in Ghuangzhou (2017). 

http://www.unifr.ch/ius/belser
mailto:evamaria.belser@unifr.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/


 

Relevant Work Experience 

EMB currently presides the international relations commissions of the Fribourg Law Faculty (since 2020). From 2014-
2017, EMB has been a Vice-Dean of the Fribourg Faculty of law. From 2006-2014, she has been a member of the Fribourg 
Commission on Research (Swiss Foundation of Scientific Research). She has been directing a SNF-funded research 
project on “The constitutional and international framework of social aid and emergency assistance – Embedding the 
support of the poor in the context of federalism and fundamental rights” (PhD student Thea Bächler) and is currently 
participating in the NRP 73 Project 'Sustainable Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems', (co-applicant, together 
with Elisabeth Bürgi and Stefan Mann). From 2016-2019, she has been member of the Scientific Board of the Project 
„Western Balkans: Performing and Responsible Social Sciences (PERFORM)“, a long-term cooperation between SDC, 
Helvetas and the University of Fribourg, member of the advisory board of the research project “Sustainable Soil 
Governance and Large-Scale Land Acquisitions Originating in Switzerland” and of the research project “Curbing illicit 
financial flows from resource-rich developing countries, Improving natural resource governance to finance the SDGs” 
and a number of international research projects, boards and juries (e.g. “Baxter Family Competition on Federalism”, 
McGill University). She is also an active member of numerous national and international professional associations and 
working groups in the field of constitutional law, public law, federalism and human rights and regularly organises and 
participates in national and international conferences, seminars and workshops. 

Since 2008, EMB heads the international unit of the Institute of Federalism. She coordinates and supervises the activities 
of the international projects of the Institute and cooperates with international and national partners. She is the contact 
person for the international activities of the IFF, sponsored or mandated by the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), the Human Security Division (HSD) and other national and international partners. She is one of the 
Swiss experts for the Moscow Mechanism of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (since 2017). 
She is also on the United Nations Development Programme list of constitutional experts (UNDP Constitution Making 
Experts Roster). 

From 2019 to 2021, EMB is member of the expert commission mandated by the Federal Office of Justice to review 
filiation law to adapt it to new and varied forms of parenthood (further information at: 
https://www.bj.admin.ch/bj/de/home/gesellschaft/gesetzgebung/abstammungsrecht.html).  

Since 2019, she is vice president of the Group of Independent Experts of the European Charter of Local Self-Government 
(GIE). 

In 2020, she was appointed member of the Ethical, Legal and Social Implications expert group of the National Covid 19 
Science Task Force. The mandate ended in 2022 (further information at: https://sciencetaskforce.ch/en/home/).  

On 1 December 2020, EMB has been elected member of the Board of Advisors of International IDEA (further information 
at: https://www.idea.int/).  

As one of the co-directors of the Institute of Federalism, she is responsible for the following programs: 

- Author’s Workshop on Federalism and Conflict Resolution (in cooperation with Dr Elisabeth Alber and Dr Sören 
Keil) 

- International Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution 
- Practitioner’s Course on Multilevel Governance 
- Guest Researcher Program (3-month stay at IFF, recent guests have come from Algeria, Brazil, China, Ethiopia, 

Nepal, Nigeria, Palestine, Rumania, Spain, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Uganda and Zimbabwe) 
- International research and cooperation programs 
- Joint conferences and workshops (with partners in China, Germany, Ethiopia, India, Italy, Palestine, South Africa 

and Syria, etc.) 
- Study tours and delegations (recent delegations have come from Azerbaijan, Belgium, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, France, Iraq, Israel, Kenya, Morocco, Myanmar, Palestine, South Africa, Sudan, Somalia, South Sudan, 
UK, Ukraine) 

- Alumni Network 

EMB regularly accepts mandates to serve as a Swiss expert in international cooperation projects and is involved in a 
number of international cooperation projects as well as training and consultancy activities in the field of federalism, 
decentralisation, democratisation, human rights and good governance. Relevant experiences in the field of institutional 
knowledge transfer during the last five years include: 

- Constitution-drafting Workshop for Members or Parliament and Government Officials “The Constitution-
Making Process of Iraqi Kurdistan”, ETTC – European Technology and Training Center (Erbil, 16-18 May 2022); 

- Scientific support of the constitution-making process in Syria, European Center for Kurdish Studies Berlin, Berlin 

https://www.bj.admin.ch/bj/de/home/gesellschaft/gesetzgebung/abstammungsrecht.html
https://www.idea.int/


(with Dr. Sören Keil): 
o «Diverse and Decentral: How can North Macedonia be a Role Model for Syria? Study Visit for Syrian 

members of the Constitution Drafting Committee (Skopje, Kumanovo, Tetovo, 25-30 September 
2022). 

o «Die Macht bändigen: Weshalb Irakisch-Kurdistan eine Regionalverfassung benötigt” (Erbil, 16-20 
Februar 2022). 

o “Learning for Syria – Constitution-Making During Conflict: The Role of the UN” (Vevey, 14-17 January 
2022). 

o “Verfassungstransition – von Tunesien lernen», EZKS-Workshop (Caux, 27. September-1. Oktober 
2021). 

o “Dezentralisierung gestalten“, EZKS-Workshop (mit Dr. Zedoun Al-Zoubi: Berlin, 6.-10. September 
2021). 

o «EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale Dezentralisierung und Transition» (with Prof. Dr. Georg Milbradt, Caux, 26- 
31 August 2020).  

o  «Covid-19 und Dezentralisierung - Was kann Syrien von anderen Staaten lernen?» Moderation eines 
Webinars mit Francesco Palermo, Nico Steytler, Georg Milbradt (23 June 2020). 

o «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Vierter Workshop für Mitglieder des 
Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Loccum, 27. November – 2. Dezember 2019); 

o «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Dritter Workshop für Mitglieder des 
Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Sarajevo, 7.–11. September 2019); 

o «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Zweiter Workshop für Mitglieder des 
Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 8-12 May 2019); 

o  «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Erster Workshop für Mitglieder des 
Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 26-30 March 2019); 

o Drafting Workshop – Constitution of Syria (Berlin, 12-13 January 2019); 
o Drafting Workshop – Constitution of Syria (Canterbury, 1-2 December 2018); 
o Forth Dialogue Workshop 2018 with representatives of the Syrian opposition, “Power-Sharing for a 

United Syria” (Athens, November 2018); 
o Third Dialogue Workshop 2018 with representatives of the Syrian opposition, “In Diversity United – 

Jointly Creating a Syrian Future”, Power Sharing for a United Syria (Berlin, October 2018); 
o Drafting Workshop – Framework for a future Constitution of Syria (Fribourg, July 2018); 
o First Dialog Workshop 2018 with representatives of the Syrian Opposition: Working together to shape 

Syria’s future (Bucharest, May/June 2018); 
o Dialog Workshop on the Rule of Law, Democracy and Human Rights at the Local Level – with special 

focus on the situation in Afrin (Istanbul, April 2018); 
o Workshop on Government Systems, Elections, Power and Resource Sharing, Territorial Organization 

and Transition, Capacity building and training for representatives of minority groups in Syria (Istanbul, 
November 2017); 

o Workshop on the past and future of capacity building in the context of the peace process in Syria 
(Istanbul, September 2017); 

o Workshop on Minority Rights and Minority Protection, Capacity building and training for 
representatives of minority groups in Syria (Istanbul, May 2017); 

o First Dialog Workshop with Members of Arab and Kurdish Opposition in Syria on options for power-
sharing, inputs on motives for power-sharing, forms of federalism and decentralization, group works 
and discussions (Istanbul, April 2017);  

o Negotiation Strategies (security, natural resources), Capacity building and training for members of the 
Kurdish National Council (Erbil, March 2017); 

o Drafting Workshop – Constitution of Syrian Kurdistan (Berlin, October 2016 and Fribourg, November 
2016); 

o Follow-up workshop on “Visions for a Future Syria – Federalism and the Kurdish Region”, support of 
the Law Commission of the Kurdish National Council (KNC) in the drafting of a constitution for a 
Kurdish region in a future federal Syria (Erbil, September 2016); 

o “Visions for a Future Syria – Federalism and the Kurdish Region”, support of the political leaders of 
the Kurdish National Council (KNC) in the drafting of a constitution for a Kurdish region in a future 
federal Syria, comments to a draft constitution and moderation of a workshop (Geneva, July 2016). 

- Scientific cooperation on governance options for Ukraine and Syria, University of Geneva (Prof. Micheline 
Calmy-Rey): 

o Follow-up meeting on the “Colloquium on options of transregional/transnational governance: Case 
studies – Options for Ukraine and Syria”, Global Studies Institute (Geneva, February 2017); 

o “Colloquium on options of transregional/transnational governance: Case studies – Options for Ukraine 



and Syria” (with constitutional experts from Ukraine, Russia, EU and Switzerland), Global Studies 
Institute (Geneva, September 2016). 

- Scientific cooperation on federalism as a peace-making instrument in the Horn of Africa, Centre for Federal 
Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU): 

o Symposium on “What Keeps a Federation United?, ”, jointly organised by the Centre for Federal 
Studies and Governance (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), the South African Research Chair in 
Multilevel Government, Law and Policy (SARChI) of the Dullah Omar Institute for Constitution, 
Governance and Human Rights of the University of the Western Cape, the Institute for Comparative 
Federalism of Eurac Research Bozen, and the Institute of Federalism of Fribourg University, Addis 
Ababa, December 2018; 

o Doctoral Colloquium, Centre for Federal Studies and Governance (CFS) of Addis Ababa University 
(AAU), December 2018 (with Yonathan Fessha, Nico Steytler, Jaap de Visser, Tinashe Chigwata and 
researchers); 

o Symposium on “Functions and Relevance of Subnational Constitutions in Federal Systems”, ”, jointly 
organised by the Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), the South African 
Research Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy (SARChI) of the Dullah Omar Institute for 
Constitution, Governance and Human Rights of the University of the Western Cape, the Institute for 
Studies on Federalism and Regionalism of Bozen (EURAC), and the Institute of Federalism of Fribourg 
University, Addis Ababa, December 2017; 

o Doctoral Colloquium, Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), December 
2017 (with Franceso Palermo, Nico Steytler and researchers); 

o Symposium on “Federalism as a peace-making instrument in the Horn of Africa: Comparative and 
country perspectives”, jointly organised by the Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa 
University (AAU), the South African Research Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy (SARChI) 
of the Dullah Omar Institute for Constitution, Governance and Human Rights of the University of the 
Western Cape, the Institute for Studies on Federalism and Regionalism of Bozen (EURAC), and the 
Institute of Federalism of Fribourg University, Addis Ababa, December 2016; 

o Doctoral Colloquium, Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), December 
2016 (with Assefa Fiseha, Karl Kössler, Nico Steytler, Jaap de Visser and researchers); 

o “Minorities within Minorities, Swiss Experiences in Relation to National and Cantonal Minorities”, 
Seminar on Ethiopian Federalism and Minority Rights in the States, co-organised by the Center for 
Federal Studies, Addis Ababa University and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Addis Ababa University, May 
2016; 

o “Constitutional Review in Federal Switzerland – The People, the Parliament and the Courts”, 
Experience sharing tour on Intergovernmental Relations of a high Delegation of Ethiopia to 
Switzerland, Forum of Federations, Bern, May 2016; 

o “Regional Conference on Federalism and Decentralisation in the Horn of Africa”, Addis Ababa, 
February 2013, Report. 

- Sino-Swiss Cooperation 
o “Democracy and the Rule of Law”, Seminars in Ghuangzhou and Yunfu City, South China Norma 

University, June 2017; 
o Sino-Swiss Workshop “Globalisation and Domestic Law: An Unequal Relationship or a Fine Balance”, 

IFF in cooperation with China University of Political Science and Law CUPL, Fribourg, November 2016 
(with Prof Peter Hänni and Dr Rekha Oleschak-Pillai); 

o “Procedural rights in administrative procedures”, “Procedural Rights in Swiss Constitutional Law”, 
“Access to the Judiciary”, “Legitimacy of law-making processes”, Series of Sino-Swiss workshops co-
organised by CUPL and IFF, Beijing, October 2014, June 2013 and June 2012; 

o “Use of natural resources: Swiss cases”, Sino-Swiss workshop co-organised by Minzu University and 
IFF, Beijing, January 2011. 

- Fact Finding Mission in Iraq on Federalism and Power-sharing, meetings and interviews, reports and protocols, 
briefings und debriefings (with Terrence Billeter, Martin Aeschbacher and Lorenz Pfrunder). Bagdad, Erbil, 
Suleymania and Amman, October 2016. 

- Scientific support of the constitution-making process in Sri Lanka, mandated by the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs FDFA and the Swiss Embassy in Colombo 

o “Key issues of power sharing”, Study Tour and Consultancy in Sri Lanka, Briefings, seminars, 
conferences, expert meetings and reports, Colombo and Jaffna, October 2019; 

o “Key Issues of Federalism: Comparative Perspectives”, Study Tour and Consultancy in Sri Lanka, 
seminars, round tables and expert meetings with academics, politicians, members of parliaments and 
governments as well as representatives of universities, minority groups and civil society related to the 
constitution-making process, Jaffna, Kandy and Colombo, January 2016; 



o Two reports on “Power Sharing in Sri Lanka – Some comments and recommendations to the 
constitutional debate from a comparative perspective”, briefings und debriefings (with Nico Steytler 
and Maurizio Maggetti); 

o “Swiss Democracy – Structure, Practices and Trends”, Parliament of Sri Lanka, Colombo, January 2016. 
- Scientific support of the decentralisation process in the Maledives mandated by the Federal Department of 

Foreign Affairs FDFA and the Swiss Embassy in Colombo, October 2019) 
o Various briefing, reports and meetings with Mohamed Aslam, Minister of national Planning and 

Infrastructure, Mohamed Nasheed, Speaker, Ibrahim Ameer, Minister of Finance, as well as with the 
Mayor of Male, and the director of Transparency International, Aiman Rasheed. 

- Working group on governance and territorial division (University of Trento, Prof. Roberto Toniato): 
o “Comparing Patterns of Territorial Division of Governmental Power: Questioning the Scientific 

Foundations of the Regional State” and “The Participation of Cantons in the Swiss Federal System”, 
Workshop on the research project LIA “RS: Regional State” (Trento, May 2016). 

The Institute of Federalism is partner of the Horizon 2020 project “LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-
Rural Interplay (H2020-MSCA-RISE-2018 Grant Agreement). EMB is a member of the project’s Research Coordination 
Committee (RCC). 

- Mid-term Conference, LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay (Munich, 13-14 
October 2022). 

- LoGov - Supervisory Board Meetings. 
- Secondment at Centre for Federal Studies and Governance (CFS), Addis Ababa University (AAU), 11-25 

November 2019. 
- LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay, 2nd RCC Meeting, München 16. 

September 2019 (Eva Maria Belser, with Flavien Felder). 
- Secondment at the Centre for Asian Legal Studies (CALS), National University of Singapur (NUS), 5-20 August 

2019. 
- Dossiers “Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay Switzerland” (Case studies Switzerland, 

with Flavien Felder). 
- Kick-off Meeting LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay (Bozen, 26 and 27 

February 2019, with Flavien Felder) 
- Meeting of the Research Coordination Committee (Bozen, 27 February 2019). 

As a member of the board of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights and co-director of the thematic cluster 
“Institutional Aspects of Human Rights Implementation” (since 2011, with Prof. Peter Hänni and Prof. Christof Riedo), 
EMB is involved in a number of result-oriented research projects related to human rights implementation in multilevel 
states and interlinkages between international human rights, democracy and federalism. Her past activities include 
applied studies and working papers on follow-up mechanism to international human rights recommendations, human 
rights of travellers and linguistic and religious minorities, persons with handicaps and economically vulnerable persons. 
She also contributed to electronic newsletters and developed training materials and trainings. Her current project deals 
with human rights of elderly persons (together with Christine Kaufmann, Andrea Egbuna-Joss, Sabrina Ghielmini and 
Gabriela Medici). 

EMB is part of the EU funded research project “Legitimate Crisis Governance in Multilevel Systems” (LEGITIMULT) which 
queries the impact that COVID-19 measures on democratic governance and the rule of law from a multilevel-state 
perspective. LEGITIMULT identifies Covid related measures taken by 31 European countries, analyses their impact on 
multilevel governance and qualifies the different trade-offs and their impact on the legitimacy of crisis governance. The 
aim of the 3-year research project, bringing together 11 research partners and further actors, is to come up with policy 
recommendations, tailored to different recipients, and developed through extensive consultation with stakeholder 
groups throughout the project. 

- LEGITIMULT, Legitimate Crisis Governance in Multilevel Systems, Kick-Off Meeting (Bozen, 17-18 October 
2022).  

 

Further professional experiences 

Member of the Lecturer for the postgraduate course Psychotherapeutic Psychology (2010-2014); Academic Director of 
the Executive Master on Children’s Rights, Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch, Sion (2006-2009); Assistant Professor at the 
Faculty of Law, University of Fribourg (2004-2008); Internship at the land registry of the district Sense, Fribourg, legal 
opinions (2003-2004); Lecturer at the Faculty of Law of the University of the Western Cape, Belville (South Africa, 2002-
2004); Establishment of a Master in International Economic and Commercial Law at the Faculty of Law of the University 
Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo (Mozambique, 2002-2003); Research Assistant at the Chair for Private Law and 



Comparative Law (French section, Prof. Franz Werro, 1996-2000); Lecturer at the Haute Ecole Suisse des ingénieurs en 
bois, Bienne (1997-2000); Research Assistant at the Chair for Constitutional and Administrative Law (German Section, 
Prof. Peter Hänni, 1996); Student Assistant at the Chair for History of Law (Prof. René Pahud de Mortanges, 1993-1996); 
part-time journalist, Freiburger Nachrichten (1994-1996); replacement teacher (primary and secondary school, 1991-
1994); Internship, Psychiatric Hospital Lucerne (1991); Attendant, Lucerne Festival (1988-1991); Person in charge of 
leisure time for persons with disabilities (1985-1991); Youth Group Blauring (1995-1991); AFS Volunteer (1987-1989). 

 

Congresses and Conferences (since 2011) 

“Rechtliche Grundlagen des nachhaltigen Agrarhandels”, “Diversifizierte Ernährungssssysteme dank nachhaltiger 
Handelsbeziehungen“,Schlusskonferenz des SNF-Projekts, Diskussion des Entwurf eines Bundesgesetzes über 
nachhaltigen Agrarhandel (Agrarhandelsgesetz, AhG), zusammen mit Simon Mazidi (Bern, 15. Dezember 2022). 

“Stromboli”, Recht im Film, Filmgespräch mit Damir Skenderovic, Alexandra Jungo und Michel Heinzmann (Fribourg, 14. 
Dezember 2022). 

“The Turn to Global Constitutionalism at the WTO and its Impact on African Constitutionalism”, Constitutionalism and 
the Economy in Africa, Book Launch Panel, World Congress of Constitutional Law, University of Johannesburg (5 - 9 
December 2022). 

“Subnational Constitutions in Fragile and Expected Federations: The Cases of Iraqi and Syrian Kurdistan”, Subnational 
constitutions and constitutionalism: taking stock and moving forward?, World Congress of Constitutional Law, 
University of Johannesburg (5 - 9 December 2022). 

“Federalism as a Mode of Government”, Conversations on Constitutionalism, South African Research Chair in Multilevel 
Government, Law and Development, Dullah Omar Institute of Constitutional Law, Governance and Human Rights, 
University of the Western Cape (Stellenbosch, 4 December 2022). 

“Human Rights”, Comment, Conversations on Constitutionalism, South African Research Chair in Multilevel 
Government, Law and Development, Dullah Omar Institute of Constitutional Law, Governance and Human Rights, 
University of the Western Cape (Stellenbosch, 3 December 2022). 

“Democracy”, Presentation of the lead-in piece, Conversations on Constitutionalism, South African Research Chair in 
Multilevel Government, Law and Development, Dullah Omar Institute of Constitutional Law, Governance and Human 
Rights, University of the Western Cape (Stellenbosch, 3 December 2022). 

“Burning Days”, Recht im Film, Filmgespräch mit Tarkan Göksu und Bertrand Perrin, moderiert von Michel Heinzmann 
(Fribourg, 30. November 2022). 

“Position des cantons dans l'Etat fédéral et leurs relations avec la Confédération”, Séminaire de droit constitutionnel 
pour les membres des gouvernements cantonaux (28. November 2022). 

“Federalism and Minority Rights – A Multifaceted Relationship”, Visit of the Delegation of Fondation Gobat pour la Paix 
(Fribourg, 23 November 2022). 

“Bowling for Columbine”, Recht im Film, Filmgespräch mit Beat Soltermann und Jacques Dubey (Fribourg, 16. November 
2022). 

“The Fiscal Equivalence Trap – Don’t Decide, Don’t Pay”, IACFS 2022 Conference at Bilbao “Fiscal federalism and 
territorial inequalities” (Bilbao, 27-29 October 2022). 

Diversifizierte Ernährungssysteme dank nachhaltiger Handelsbeziehungen, Syntheseworkshop “Hypothetischer Entwurf   
Bundesgesetz über den nachhaltigen Agrarhandel”, (Bern, 10 October 2022). 

“The Duty to Respect and to Protect Human Rights. Universality revisited”, Interdisciplinary Conference on “Relativity 
and Universality of Human Rights” (Fribourg, 20-22 October 2022). 

 “Woman at War”, Recht im Film, Filmgespräch mit Jevgeniy Bluwstein, Raphael Mahaim und Andreas Stöckli (Fribourg, 
19. Oktober 2022). “ 

”LEGITIMULT, Legitimate Crisis Governance in Multilevel Systems,” Kick-Off Meeting (Bozen, 17-18 October 2022). 

”Structure of Local Government”, - Mid-term Conference, LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural 
Interplay (Munich, 13 October 2022). 

”Local Governments in Switzerland”, Visit of the Delegation of the Hanns Seidel Foundation (Fribourg, 10 October 2022). 

”Introduction to the Constitution of North Macedonia”, Study Visit for Syrian members of the Constitution Drafting 



Committee (Skopje, 26 September 2022). 

”Federalism and direct democracy in Switzerland: two faces of the same coin”, Panel Discussion, Global Democracy 
Forum, Tour de Suisse at the House of the Cantons, (Bern, 23 September 2022).  

”Stellung der Kantone im Bundesstaat und ihr Verhältnis zum Bund”, Staatsrechtsseminar für Mitglieder der 
Kantonsregierungen (Fribourg, 15. September 2022). 

”Datenschutz im Zeichen einer Pandemie: Erfahrungen und Lehren aus der COVID-Krise” Datenschutz und 
Gesundheitsschutz/ Protection des données et protection de la santé, Fünfzehnter Schweizerischer 
Datenschutzrechtstag/15ème Journée suisse de droit de la protection des données (Fribourg, 9 September 2022). 

“Legal foundation of product differentiation in Switzerland”, Legal Advisory Workshop, SNSF NRP73 project “Sustainable 
Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems”, with Simon Mazidi (Bern/Online, 6 September 2022). 

”Föderalismus als Chance für die Menschenrechte – Theoretische Überlegungen und praktische Beispiele”, 
Menschenrechte in der Schweiz: Perspektiven für die Zukunft, Schlusstagung SKMR (Bern, 30 August 2022). 

”Roundtable: Federalism and Conflict Resolution in Divided Spaces” (with Nico Steytler, Assefa Fisseha, moderated by 
Soeren Keil), , Sommer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution (Fribourg, 29 August 2022). 

”Comparing Federal Systems”, Interdisciplinary Approaches to Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution, 
Sommer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution (Fribourg, 17 August 2022). 

”What is a State?”, Interdisciplinary Approaches to Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution, Sommer 
University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution (Bern, 15 August 2022). 

”The Swiss Ständerat: An Unwavering Federal, not So Federal Second-Chamber”, Venice Commission, International 
Seminar on Bicameralism: phenomenology, evolution, and current challenges of a contested institution (Madrid/Online, 
5 July 2022).  

“The municipal-parliamentary dialogue as an instrument to adopt good decisions for Ukraine’s recovery”, Ukraine 
Revovery Conference 2022, Inter-parliamentary Dialogue, Parliament and Recovery (Lugano, 4 July 2022). 

”Stellung der Kantone im Bundesstaat und ihr Verhältnis zum Bund”, Staatsrechtsseminar für Mitglieder der 
Kantonsregierungen (Fribourg, 30. Juni 2022). 

“Verfassungsrecht”, Alumni Ius FRILEX Service Pack 2020 (Fribourg, 10. Juni 2022), 

Föderalismus und Schweizer Europapolitik», Europa Seminare 2022 (Bern, 9. Juni 2022), 

 “The Federal Contract: A New Theoretical Framework for Federalism”, CCCS Global Public Law Seminar Series 
(Melbourne/Online, 6 June 2022), 

“Democracy and Cities”, Panel Discussion together with Zemelak Ayele, Marius Pieterse, Nico Steytler and Jaap de 
Visser, African School on Decentralisation (Stellenbosch, 1 June 2022), 

“Globalisation and Urbanisation, From the global to the local (and back)”, African School on Decentralisation 
(Stellenbosch, 30 May 2022), 

“Die Gewalten auf Bundesebene – ‘Checks and balances’ im Wandel/Les pouvoirs au niveau fédéral – ‘Checks and 
balances’ en mutation”, Inputreferat, Tagung der Geschäftsprüfungskommission (Bern, 23. Mai 2022), 

“Why Constitutions Matter”, Working on a Constitution for the Federal Region of Kurdistan (Erbil, 16 May 2022), 

“Constitution-Making Processes Around the World”, Working on a Constitution for the Federal Region of Kurdistan 
(Erbil, 16 May 2022), 

“Horizontal Power Sharing”, Working on a Constitution for the Federal Region of Kurdistan (Erbil, 17 May 2022), 

“How to Decentralise a Region?”, Working on a Constitution for the Federal Region of Kurdistan (Erbil, 17 May 2022), 

“The Constitution-Making Process of Iraqi Kurdistan, Opportunities and Challenges?” (Erbil, 18 May 2022), 

“Local and Regional Governance”, Visit of the Delegation of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (Fribourg, 3 
May 2022), 

“The Right to Equality and to Non-Discrimination of National and Other Minorities”, Delegation des Beratenden 
Ausschusses des Rahmenübereinkommens zum Schutz nationaler Minderheiten des Europarates im Rahmen des 5. 
Follow-up-Zyklus und des Folgebesuchs in der Schweiz (Bern 2. Mai 2022), 

“Neue Forschungsthemen im Bereich Föderalismus und Multilevel Governance”, Workshop Themengruppe 



Föderalismus (Fribourg/Online, 24. März 2022), 

“Die Macht bändigen: Weshalb Irakisch-Kurdistan eine Regionalverfassung benötigt“, Konferenz (Erbil, 17. Februar 
2022), 

“Eine mögliche Verfassung für ein föderales Syrien“, Konferenz (Dohuk, 18. Februar 2022), 

“Federal Constitutions and/in Emergencies”, Winter School on Federalism and Governance 202, Federal Constitutions 
and/in Emergencies (1 February 2022, Innsbruck/Bozen/Online), 

“Grundlagen der reproduktiven Autonomie», Fortpflanzungsmedizin für alle?, Workshop des Zentrums für Life Sciences-
Recht 26.– 28. Januar 2022  (28. Januar 2022, Basel/Online), 

“Covid-19 and Federalism: Emerging Trends and a Future Research Agenda?” Book Launch and Discussion, Forum of 
Federation (FoF) and International Association of Centres for Federal Studies (IACFS), (Online, 25 January 2022), 
available on Google Podcasts:  

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkLnBvZGJlYW4uY29tL2ZvcnVtZmVkY2FzdC9mZWVkLnhtbA. 

«Draft Criteria for Product Differentiation – Legal Aspects», SNF NRP 73 Projekt Diversifizierte Ernährungssysteme dank 
nachhaltiger Handelsbeziehungen  (Bern/Online, 13. Januar 2022). 

«Öffentlichkeit und Datenschutz», Vortrag im Rahmen der Tagung «Das Öffentlichkeitsprinzip im Kanton Freiburg. Eine 
Standortbestimmung zum 10-jährigen Jubiläum des InfoG (9. Dezember 2021, Fribourg). 

“Wie viel Identität und Homogenität erfordert demokratische Governance, wie viel Vielfalt lässt sie zu? ”, Symposium 
Gesellschaftliche Voraussetzungen demokratischer Verfassungen”, Fernuniversität Hagen (19. November 2021, 
Hagen/Online). 

“Regional Identities: Improving Dialogue to Reduce Regional Tensions”, Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (19. 
November 2021, Strasbourg/Online). 

”The Making of World Federalism – Why the Committee to frame a World Constitution failed and what we can learn 
from its non-success”, IACFS Conference “The Making and Ending of Federalism” (28. Oktober 2021, Innsbruck). 

“Federalism: Cooperation and Competition, Past and Present”, Round Table (mit Hans Beck, Eva Maria Belser, Peter 
Funke, Hans-Joachim Gehrke, Francesco Palermo, Alice Valdesalici und Jens Woelk), Tagung “Föderalismus zwischen 
Konkurrenz und Kooperation: eine vergleichende Perspektive” (26. Oktober 2021, Trento/Online). 

“Einflüsse auf die Verfassung Liechtensteins und Ausstrahlungswirkung der Verfassung”, Vortrag zum 100-jährigen 
Jubiläum der Liechtensteinischen Verfassung, Tagung „100 Jahre Verfassung des Fürstentums Liechtenstein. 
Konstitutionalismus im Kleinstaat“ (21. Oktober 2021, Berlin). 

“Defining Internal Boundaries”, Europäisches Zentrum für kurdische Studien, Workshop für Mitglieder des syrischen 
Verfassungskomitees „Dezentralisierung gestalten“ (8. September 2021, Berlin). 

“Bicameralism – An Overview”, Europäisches Zentrum für kurdische Studien, Workshop für Mitglieder des syrischen 
Verfassungskomitees „Dezentralisierung gestalten“ (8. September 2021, Berlin). 

“Vom Umgang mit Vielfalt: Föderalismus, Rechtsgleichheit und andere Mechanismen zum Schutz von Mehrheiten, 
Minderheiten und Einzelnen”, Schweizerischer Juristentag 2021, L’égalité revisitée / Gleichstellung neu interpretiert (3. 
September, Bern/Online). 

“Fundamental Rights in Sri Lanka”, Book Launch with the author Jayampathy Wickramaratne, N. Selvakkumaran and 
Saliya Peris (26 August 2021, Colombo/Online). 

“Decentralisation and Development”, Inaugural African School on Decentralisation (18 August 2021, Cape 
Town/Online). 

“Developmental local government’: What is its nature and are there pre-conditions for local authorities to deliver on 
that mandate”, Panel discussion with Zemelak Ayele, Prof Jaap de Visser and Eva Maria Belser, facilitated by Solomon 
Nigussie, Inaugural African School on Decentralisation (18 August 2021, Cape Town/Online). 

 “Decentralisation in all its Forms and Dimensions”, Webinar EZKS (12 August 2021, Berlin/Online). 

“Federalism and Crisis Management – A Constitutional Perspective”, Lessons from Covid-19 - Public acceptance of 
measures to prevent and mitigate crises - A discussion about science, politics and science politics, Schweizerischer 
Wissenschaftsrat SWR (11. August 2021, Bern). 

“Intergovernmental Relations”, Panel, IPSA World Congress (14 July 2021, Lissabon/Online). 



“The Trend do Federalism and Decentralisation in the Arab World”, Round Table “Emerging Federal Systems in the Post-
Cold War Era", IPSA World Congress 2021 (10 July 2021, Lissabon/Online). 

“Dezentralisierungsdebatten in Syrien” (zusammen mit Zedoun al-Zoubi), Webinar EZKS (25 June 2021, Berlin/Online).  

“Föderalismus und Schweizer Europapolitik”, Europa Seminare 2021 (10 June 2021, Zürich/Online). 

“Federal Experiences from Europe”, Tackling Crisis of Governance through Multi-level Governance in the Horn, Centre 
for Federalism and Governance Studies, Addis Ababa University (6 April 2021, Addis Ababa/Online). 

“The Failed Attempt to Impose Federalism on Iraq – and its Shadow on Syria”, Colloquium CTLS 2021 (25 March 2021, 
London/Online). 

“Federalism as a Means of Building a Multinational Democratic Society: The Case of Switzerland”, Transformative 
potential of the Euro-Atlantic processes in Bosnia and Herzegovina (18 March 2021, Neum/Online). 

“Auswirkungen der Grundrechte auf private Anbieter”, Runder Tisch der Eidgenössischen Kommission für 
Konsumentenfragen (EKK), «Konsumentenrechte: Zugang zu Gütern und Dienstleistungen in Coronazeiten» (15. März 
2021, Bern/Online). 

“`Third Partner Federalism` - The Status of Local Government in Federal Relations”, Winter School on Federalism and 
Governance 2021, Federalism and Local Self-Government (2 February, Innsbruck/Bozen/Online). 

“Föderalismus”, COVID-19 und öffentliches Recht/COVID-19 et droit public, Schweizerische Tagung der 
Staatsrechtlerinnen und Staatsrechtler/Journée suisse des professeures et professeurs de droit public, (4. Dezember 
2020, Fribourg/Online). 

Verfassungsrecht, Alumni Ius FRILEX Service Pack 2020, 4 Dezember 2020, verfügbar auf  
https://www3.unifr.ch/ius/fr/faculte/alumnifrilex/. 

LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay, Research Coordination Committee, Third Meeting, 
3 December 2020, online. 

Grand débat/Grosse Debatte, Nos libertés aux soins intensifs?/Freiheiten auf der Intensivstation?, Podiumsdiskussion, 
Fribourg/Online, 2. Dezember 2020. 

NRP 73 ‘Sustainable Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems’, 2nd Internal Workshop, Online, 1 December 2020. 

“State Constitutions in Action: the Case of the Cantons in Switzerland”, Myanmar Federalism Leadership Program 2020, 
Online (29 November 2020). 

“Multitier- Constitutionalism and Constitutional Hierarchies”, Myanmar Federalism Leadership Program 2020, Online 
(28 November 2020). 

International Expert Round Table (with Elisabeth Alber, Paul Anderson, Andrew Harding, and Soeren Keil), Myanmar 
Federalism Leadership Program 2020, Online (26 November 2020). 

“Federalism in Practice: Institutions, Competences and Finances”, Myanmar Federalism Leadership Program 2020, 
Online (24 November 2020). 

“Federalism as a tool of conflict resolution”, School of International Studies (Trento, 10 November 2020). 

«Zölle, Steuern und Gebühren: Die Finanzierung multilateraler Staaten», EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale Dezentralisierung und 
Transition» (Caux, 28 August 2020). 

«Finanzausgleich und Finanztransfer: Wie gleich sollen Regionen und Kommunen sein?», EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale 
Dezentralisierung und Transition» (Caux, 27 August 2020). 

«Einführung in verschiedene Formen der Dezentralisierung», EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale Dezentralisierung und Transition» 
(Caux, 27 August 2020). 

”Times of Crisis! Is Federalism in Peril? The role and impact of federalism on an effective crisis management”, Online 
Panel with Eva Maria Belser, Hans Schoemaker and André Duvillard, moderated by Michael Rauchenstein (2 July 2020). 

”Covid-19 und Dezentralisierung - Was kann Syrien von anderen Staaten lernen? ” Webinar mit Francesco Palermo, Nico 
Steytler, Georg Milbradt (23 June 2020). 

“The impact of the Covid 19 pandemic on federal dynamics: Swiss case study”, Federalism and Covid 19 Webinar, co-
organised by the Groupe de recherche sur les sociétés plurinationales (GRSP)and the Peter MacKell Chair in Federalism 
(McGill), (20 May 2020). 

„Federalism and Language“, Winter School on Federalism and Language 2020 (Innsbruck, 18. Februar 2020). 

https://www3.unifr.ch/ius/fr/faculte/alumnifrilex/


3rd Programme Conference of NRP 73 (Murten 13. Februar 2020). 

SECO Meeting NFP 73, Sustainable Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems, zusammen mit Elisabeht Bürgi und 
Stefan Mann (Bern, 13. Januar 2020). 

Joint workshop on benchmarks setting and kick off learning fields, NRP 73 Project 'Sustainable Trade Relations for 
Diversified Food Systems' (Bern, 13. Dezember 2019).  

«Das Abstammungsrecht und die Grundrechte», Expertenkommission Abstammungsrecht (Bern, 6. Dezember 2019). 

«Verfassung und Verfassungsgebung», Workshop für Mitglieder des Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Loccum, 
Deutschland, 27. November 2019). 

«States, Laws and Languages: The Challenge of Multilingual Governance», Symposium on «Federalism and Language 
Policy for a Multi-Lingual Polity» (Addis Abeba, Ethiopia, 22 November 2019). 

«Federalism and the Protection of Minorities within Minorities», Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, 
University of Addis Abeba (Addis Abeba, Ethiopia, 19 November 2019). 

«Federalism as an Instrument of Conflict Resolution», Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, University of Addis 
Abeba (Addis Abeba, Ethiopia, 19 November 2019). 

«Concepts of Power-Sharing», Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, University of Addis Abeba (Addis Abeba, 
Ethiopia, 18 November 2019). 

«Concepts of States», PhD Seminar, Center for Federalism and Governance Studies, University of Addis Abeba (Addis 
Abeba, Ethiopia, 18 November 2019). 

«Bye-bye Demokratie – Die starken Männer sind zurück», Wissenschaftscafé, zusammen mit Prof. Gilbert Casasus und 
Prof. Mark Schelker (Murten, 6. November 2019). 

«Exploring Options for Power Sharing in Ethnically Polarised Societies» Civil Society meeting at Chelvanayagam Centre 
(Jaffna, Sri Lanka, 28 October 2019). 

«Pros and cons of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka», Lunch Meeting with Governors (Jaffna, Sri 
Lanka, 28 October 2019). 

«Constitutional Safeguards for Units of Power-Sharing», University of Jaffna, Department of Law (Jaffna, Sri Lanka, 28 
October 2019). 

National Seminar on Devolution (Colombo, 26 October 2019). 

«Models of Power Sharing», Vortrag an der University of Colombo (Colombo, 25 October 2019). 

Keynote Speech Book Launch «Devolution for Development and Harmony: The International Experience» (Colombo, 25 
October 2019). 

«Unity and Diversity of the Civil Service in Switzerland», IACFS Konferenz in Speyer zum Thema «Unitiy and Diversity of 
Civil Service in Federal and Unitary/Decentralized Countries» (zusammen mit Thea Bächler) (Speyer, 16.-20.10.2019). 

EURAC Scientific Committee Meeting (Bozen, 14 October 2019). 

«Why the Turn to Global Constitutionalism at the WTO harms African Constitutionalism», 7th Stellenbosch Annual 
Seminars on Constitutionalism in Africa 2019 (SASCA 2019) (Stellenbosch, 20 September 2019). 

«Staatsrecht», Alumni Service Pack 2019, ALUMNI IUS FRILEX-Veranstaltung (Freiburg, 13. September 2019). 

«Motive für vertikale Gewaltenteilung», Workshop für Mitglieder des Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Sarajevo, 8 
September 2019). 

«Religionsfreiheit versus Nichtdiskriminierung – Hat der Staat für Nichtdiskriminierung innerhalb der 
Religionsgemeinschaften zu sorgen und kann er das überhaupt?», Tagung zur Feier des 40-jährigen Jubiläums des 
Instituts für Religionsrecht (Bern 6. September 2019). 

«Pluralism and Regional and Local Governance in Europa», National University of Singapore, LoGov Seminar (Singapur, 
13 August 2019). 

«Designing Local Government in Federal Systems», Myanmar Federalism Leadership Programme, organisiert von der 
Hanns Seidel Stiftung München (Nay Pyi Taw, 1 August 2019). 

«Local Government in Federal Systems», Myanmar Federalism Leadership Programme, organisiert von der Hanns Seidel 
Stiftung München (Nay Pyi Taw, 26-29 July 2019). 



«Die Bedeutung der ILO für Schweizer Arbeitnehmende», 100 Jahre Erfolgsgeschichte für Arbeitnehmende, Die 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) (Bern, 25. Juni 2019). 

 «Ältere Menschen und Grundrechte: Praxisfälle einer Ombudsstelle aus Pflege und Betreuung», Menschenrechte in 
der Schweiz; Umsetzung bei Bund, Kantonen, Städten und Gemeinden (Bern, 18. Juni 2019). 

«Policy Issues in Deeply Divided Societies», Vortrag an der IPSA Konferenz zum Thema «Diversity and Democratic 
Governance» (Sarajevo, 14 June 2019). 

«Federalism as a Tool of Conflict Resolution - Bosnia in Comparative Perspective», Round Table, IPSA Conference 
(Sarajevo, 13 June 2019).  

«Legacies of the Past, Burdens of the Present, Liabilities for the Future – Constitutional Safeguards to Be and Remain 
Different», Vortrag an der IPSA Konferenz zum Thema «Diversity and Democratic Governance» Sarajevo, 12 June 2019). 

«Stateless Nations and Federal Projects: Attempts and Failures to accommodate the Kurds in Iraq and Syria», Summer 
Institute Bozen: Negotiating and Sharing Power(s): Autonomy, Recognition and Cooperation (Bozen, 26 June 2019). 

Multidisciplinary Authors’ Workshop Federalism and Conflict Resolution, 23 and 24 May 2019, Fribourg (with Flavien 
Felder and international partners). 

 “Kurdistan – The Utopia of the Kurds and the Spectre of their Neighbours”, Authors’ Workshop Federalism and Conflict 
Resolution (Fribourg, 24 May 2019). 

“’Let’s talk!’ – Solving Constitutional Conflicts between the Confederation and the Cantons Out of the Court”, European 
Colloquium – Managing Constitutional Litigation between national and subnational governments out of court: An 
analysis of experiences in Europe (Trento, 20 May 2019). 

“Der Transitionsprozess in Südafrika”, Workshop für Mitglieder des Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 10 May 
2019). 

“Transition und Transitionsgerechtigkeit: Begriff, Bedeutung, Themen”, Workshop für Mitglieder des Syrischen 
Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 10 May 2019). 

“Menschenrechte: Begriff, Arten, Funktionen”, Workshop für Mitglieder des Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 28 
March 2019). 

“Verfassung und Verfassungsrecht - Begriff, Bedeutung und Funktionen», Workshop für Mitglieder des Syrischen 
Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 27 March 2019). 

“Entwicklung und Bedeutung des Subsidiaritätsprinzips”, Subsidiarität – eine permanente Herausforderung, Bieler 
Tagung der Schweizerischen Konferenz für Sozialhilfe (SKOS) (Biel, 14. März 2019).  

“The Danish Girl”, Podiumsdiskussion im Rahmen der Reihe “Recht im Film” (zusammen mit Martin Föhse, Fribourg, 6. 
März 2019). 

“Legal Conflicts in Federal Systems and the Role of Courts”, Winter School on Federalism and Governance 2019 
(Innsbruck, 5 February 2019). 

“Grundrechtliche Fragen am Ende des Lebens”, Juristenverein des Kantons Luzern (Luzern, 29 January 2019). 

“Ethiopia – A Controversial Experiment with Ethnic Federalism”, Centre international de formation européenne (CIFE), 
(Nice, 24 January 2019). 

“Iraq – A Failed Attempt to Impose Federalism”, Centre international de formation européenne (CIFE), (Nice, 24 January 
2019). 

“Federalism and Minority Rights – A Multifaceted Relationship”, Centre international de formation européenne (CIFE), 
(Nice, 23 January 2019). 

“Mit dem Studium in die Welt hinaus – einige Perspektiven», Skilex (Saas Almagell, 7. Januar 2019). 

“Menschenrechte und Religion – Konsens oder Widerspruch?”, Podiumsdiskussion zum 70. Jubiläum der Allgemeinen 
Erklärung der Menschenrechte (Bern, 12 December 2018). 

“The Political Nation – Constitutional Patriotism as the Cornerstone of Group Identity”, Addis Ababa University (Addis 
Ababa, 7 December 2018). 

“Federalism and the Protection of Minorities within Minorities”, Addis Ababa University (Addis Ababa, 10 December 
2018). 

“Federalism as Peace-Making Mechanism in Current Conflicts (Syria, Iraq, Catalonia)”, Addis Ababa University (Addis 



Ababa, 6 December 2018). 

“Politics of National Assertion (Immigration, Asylum, and Human Rights Concerns)”, CTLS 10th Anniversary Symposium, 
(London, 30 November 2018). 

"Irgendwas mit Recht" (podcast). 

“Are European States Falling Apart? Claims for Autonomy, Self-Determination and Independence and Reactions they 
Trigger”, 2018 Asian Group for Public Administration (AGPA), University of the Philippines (Fribourg/Manila, 23/26 
November 2018), available at https://tube.switch.ch/videos/ab2544f7.  

“Selbstbestimmung – wer hat recht”, Podiumsdiskussion zum Verhältnis von Völkerrecht und Landesrecht, Zürcher 
Kosmos, moderiert von Urs Bruderer (Zürich, 19 November 2018), available at 
https://www.republik.ch/2018/11/19/selbstbestimmung-wer-hat-recht.  

“Vertikale Gewaltenteilung: Vorteile, Nachteile, Beispiele”, Syrien-Workshop (Athens, 8 November 2018). 

“Verfassungen und wofür sie gut sind”, Syrien-Workshop (Athens, 8 November 2018). 

“Die sogenannte Selbstbestimmungsinitiative”, Offene Frage- und Diskussionsrunde (Murten, 7 November 2018). 

“The Principle of Subsidiarity in the 21st century – Are we Faced with a New Area of Localism”, IACFS conference 
(Canberra, 26 and 27 October 2018). 

“The Swiss Constitution and what it stands for” (Fribourg, 18 October 2018). 

“Wege zu einer syrischen Verfassung”, Panel discussion with representatives of Syrian minorities and opposition groups 
(Berlin, 6 October 2018). 

Group of Independent Experts of the European Charter of Local Self-Government, Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities (Strasbourg, 20 and 21 September 2018). 

“Folgen der Selbstbestimmung für die Schweiz”, Öffentliche Veranstaltung zur SVP-Volksinitiative ‘Schweizer Recht statt 
fremde Richter’, Podiumsdiskussion, Neue Helvetische Gesellschaft (Bern, 11 September 2018). 

“Conflict Resolution Negotiation” (with Nico Steytler), Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict 
Resolution 2018 (Fribourg, 10 and 11 September 2018). 

“Fundamental Rights in Federations” (with Rekha Oleschak-Pillai), Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation 
and Conflict Resolution 2018 (Fribourg, 31 August 2018). 

“Comparing Federal Systems” (with Rekha Oleschak-Pillai) – “Case Study Switzerland”, Summer University on 
Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution 2018 (Fribourg, 29 August 2018). 

“Federalism and Conflict Resolution”, Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution 2018 
(Fribourg, 28 August 2018). 

“What is a State?”, Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution 2018 (Fribourg, 27 
August 2018). 

“Formal and Informal Mechanisms of Conflict Resolution in Federal and Multi-Level Systems”, Panel on Formal and 
Informal Structures of Intergovernmental Relations, 2018 IPSA World Congress of Political Science (Brisbane, 25 July 
2018). 

“Föderalismus und Konfliktbeilegung – Bedeutung, Trends und Chancen”, Delegation des Bundesamts für Gesundheit 
(Fribourg, 28 June 2018). 

“Accommodating Compound Peoples – Wedding Votes and Bargains”, ICON·S Conference on Identity, Security, 
Democracy: Challenges for Public Law (Hong Kong, 25-27 June 2018). 

„A Legitimate Role for Outsiders: Securing Counter-majoritarian Constitutions”, Workshop 24: External influences on 
Constitution building processes (chaired by Cheryl Saunders and Chaihark Hahm), World Congress International 
Association of Constitutional Law (IACL) on Violent Conflicts, Peace-Building and Constitutional Law (Seoul, 18-22 June 
2018). 

“Bedingungen gelingender Verfassungsgebung – Zur Befriedung von Krisengebieten”, Fachtagung des Deutschen 
Juristen-Fakultätentags „Gelingendes Recht – über die ästhetische Dimension des Rechts“ (Greifswald, 8 and 9 June 
2018). 

“Swiss Federalism and its Security Architecture”, Study Tour for government representatives of Nigeria (Bern, 29 May 
2018). 



“Stateless Nations and Federal Projects: Attempts and Failures to Accommodate Kurds and Tamils by Anti-majoritarian 
Deals”, Political Transitions and Federal Projects (late 18th – early 21st century), The American University of Paris/Centre 
d’histoire de Sciences Po (Paris, 24 and 25 May 2018). 

„Kann die Demokratie im 21. Jahrhundert bestehen?“, Podiumsdiskussion mit Bundespräsident Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, Bundespräsident Alain Berset, Adrienne Fichter und Flavia Kleiner, Moderation: Nicola Forster (Fribourg, 
26. April 2018). 

„Grundrechte älterer Menschen“, Sitzung des Beirats des Schweizerischen Kompetenzzentrums für Menschenrechte 
(Bern, 25. April 2018).  

„Haben Menschenrechte ein Alter?“ Bibliotheksveranstaltung der Pro Senectute (Zürich, 19 April 2018). 

„Belgien – Erschütterungsmesser und Taktgeber im Herzen Europas“, Mögliche Szenarien einer Staatsreform nach 2019, 
Analysen und Perspektiven im aktuellen belgischen Kontext, Kolloquium des Parlaments der Deutschsprachigen 
Gemeinschaft Belgien (Eupen 13 April 2018). 

“The Swiss Ständerat: A Model of Perfect Bicameralism”, Representing Regions, Challenging Bicameralism, University of 
Innsbruck (Innsbruck, 22 and 23 March 2018). 

“Federalism and Conflict Resolution in Iraq”, Between Power-sharing, Secession and State Dissolution: Revisiting the 
Relationship between Federalism and Conflict Resolution, Multidisciplinary Author’s Workshop (Bozen, 8 and 9 February 
2018). 

“Federalism between Success and Failure”, Winter School on Federalism and Governance 2018: Federalism in the 
Making, Panel Discussion (Innsbruck, 7 February 2018). 

“Asymmetries and Emerging Federalism”, Winter School on Federalism and Governance 2018: Federalism in the Making 
(Innsbruck, 7 February 2018). 

“Föderalismus im Bildungswesen – Beispiel Schweiz”, Die Neuorganisation der Bildungsverwaltung in Österreich, 
Seminar des Instituts für Föderalismus (Linz, 31 January 2018). 

“Arbeit – Alter – Menschenrechte”, Public event and panel discussion of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights, 
with Christine Kaufmann (Bern, 7 December 2017). 

“The Protection of Minorities within Minorities” (Addis Ababa, 2 December 2017). 

„Federalism and Conflict Resolution” (Addis Ababa, 2 December 2017). 

“Protecting Unity in Federal States: Homogeneity Clauses and their Enforcement” (Addis Ababa, 1 December 2017). 

“Démocratie et minorités”, CUSO Seminar for PhD students, with Sandrine Baume (Lausanne, 27 November 2017). 

“New Tendencies of Federalism in Europe, An Assessment of the Last Decade of Swiss Federalism” (Zaragoza, 22 
November 2017). 

„Kopftücher am Schalter, Kreuze im Büro –  Ein Überblick über die neue Rechtsprechung zu den religiösen Symbolen am 
Arbeitsplatz“, Vortrag Zürcher Juristenverein (Zurich, 2 November 2017). 

„Die Verantwortlichkeit der Behördenmitglieder im Bund, Vom Umgang mit Elite-Bashing im demokratischen 
Rechtsstaat“, Weiterbildungstagung KPM: „Wer regiert die Schweiz?“ (Bern, 2 November 2017). 

“Direkte und partizipative Formen der Demokratie in der Schweiz”, Jahrbuch des Föderalismus, Autorenworkshop 2017: 
Governance auf dem Prüfstand: Direkte und deliberative Demokratie in Europa, Bozen (Bozen, 26 and 27 October 2017). 

“Balancing Autonomy and Human Rights: Can We Accept Unequal Human Rights Standards in Federal States?” (Fribourg, 
12 October 2017). 

“The Principle of Equality in Diverse States – Reconciling Autonomy with Equal Rights and Opportunities”, Conference 
of the International Association of Centers for Federal Studies 2017 (Fribourg, 12 and 13 Octobre 2017), co-organised 
with Thea Bächler. 

“Gegen Wahlen – Streitgespräch mit Eva Maria Belser und Andreas Glaser”, Legal disputation guided by Gjon David and 
René Schuhmacher. Plädoyer Gespräch 1/17 (Zurich, 2 October 2017). 

“Confederalism, Federalism and Conflict Mitigation, Power-Sharing Mechanisms and their Usage in Deeply Divided 
Societies” (Tel Aviv, 6 September 2017). 

“Protecting Minority Rights” (Canterbury, 22 August 2017). 

“Revisiting the Counter-majoritarian Role of Courts – The Judicial Protection of Human Rights in Times of Popular 



Pressure not to do so” (Copenhagen, 7 July 2017). 

“Comparative Federalism – Constitutional Arrangements and Case Law: Book Discussion” (Copenhagen, 5 July 2017). 

Deutscher Juristen-Fakultätentag (Greifswald, 23 June 2017). 

„Local Government – Functions and Challenges from a Comparative Perspective“ (Yunfu City, 9 June 2017). 

“Planning, Expropriation and Compensation” (Ghuangzhou, 8 June 2017). 

„The Referendum - Swiss Direct-Democratic Rights” (Ghuangzhou, 7 June 2017). 

„Introduction to Swiss Public Law“ (Ghuangzhou, 6 June 2017). 

„Digitalisierung und Datenschutz – ein Kommentar“ (Fribourg, 2 June 2017). 

„Minderheitenrechte und Minderheitenschutz – Nationale und internationale Standards“ (Istanbul, 27 May 2017). 

„Minderheitenrechte und Minderheitenschutz – Fallstudien“ (Istanbul, 28 May 2017). 

“Small is complicated – Reform for better governance in Switzerland”, Successful territorial reform, Causes and methods 
of subnational reform in Council of Europe member states (Eupen, 5 May 2017). 

“Gründe für gewaltenteilige Staatsorganisation”, “Formen der gewaltenteiligen Staatsorganisation”, (Istanbul, 29-30 
April 2017). 

„Foreign Affairs Federalism: A Comparative Perspective“, 111th Annual Meeting of the American Society of International 
Law. “What International Law Values” (Washington, 13 April 2017). 

“Intergovernmental Relations in Times of Law Harmonisation - Horizontal Law-making by Swiss Cantons and the 
Democratic Deficit Debate”, Canadian Federalism and its Future: Actors and Institutions/Le fédéralisme canadien et son 
avenir: acteurs et institutions (Montreal and Quebec City, 23-24 March 2017). 

“Bundesgericht unter Druck, Erläuterungen und Diskussion rund um die Rechtsprechung und die Rolle des 
Bundesgerichts bei der Anwendung des Völkerrechts”, Runder Tisch für Parlamentarierinnen und Parlamentarier, 
Schutzfaktor M, (Bern, 16 March 2017). 

“Territorial reorganisation and special arrangements”, “Protection of minorities”, Colloquium on options of 
transregional/transnational governance: Case studies – Options for Ukraine and Syria” (Follow-up Meeting), Global 
Studies Institute, University of Geneva (16-17 February 2017). 

“Power Sharing in Federal Switzerland”, Winter School on Federalism and Governance 2017 (Innsbruck, 2 February 
2017. 

“Power Sharing in Integrated Federal Systems”, Winter School on Federalism and Governance 2017 (Innsbruck, 1 
February 2017. 

“Federalism as a Peace-making Instrument: The Failed Experiment of Iraq”, Addis Ababa, December 2016. 

“Levelling Legislation: Unequal Internationalisation”, Sino-Swiss Workshop on Globalisation and Domestic Law: An 
Unequal Relationship or a Fine Balance?, Fribourg, November 2016. 

“Federalising in Times of Conflict: Looking at the Iraqi Constitution from a Comparative Perspective”, IACFS Conference 
on The Value of Comparative Federalism – The Legacy of Ronald Watts, New Delhi, November 2016. 

“Federal Experiences and Challenges in Switzerland and Europe”, Delhi University, November 2016. 

“Judicial Review: Comparing Different Systems”, Centre for Transnational Legal Studies, London, November 2016 (with 
René Pahud de Mortanges). 

“History and Topicality of Federalism and Regionalism”, Centre for Transnational Legal Studies, London, October 2016 
(with René Pahud de Mortanges). 

“Concepts of Confederalism, Federalism and Decentralisation”, Colloquium on options of transregional/transnational 
governance”, Global Studies Institute, University of Geneva, September 2016. 

“What is a State?”, “Concepts of Power-Sharing: Federalism and Decentralisation” and “Power-Sharing in established 
System: Case Study Switzerland”, Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution, Fribourg, 
August 2016, 2014, 2013, 2012. 

“Minorities within Minorities, Swiss Experiences in Relation to National and Cantonal Minorities” (Addis Ababa, 27 May 
2016). 



“Die Sicherung der Existenz zwischen Lastenausgleich und Lastenverschiebung”, SKOS-Mitgliederversammlung (Bern, 
25 May 2016). 

„Federalism, Direct Democracy and the Rule of Law, Some Swiss Illustrations of Difficult Relationships”, Inhouse Seminar 
at EURAC (Bozen, 20 May 2016). 

“Not too much EU please! We are British! Swiss!” Panel on Brexit and Reluctant Relationships with the EU (Fribourg, 18 
May 2016). 

“Constitutional Review in Federal Switzerland – The People, the Parliament and the Courts, Experience sharing tour on 
Intergovernmental Relations of a high Delegation of Ethiopia to Switzerland, Forum of Federations (Berne, 17 May 
2016). 

“Schweizerischer Föderalismus”, Studienreise des Parlaments der Deutschsprachigen Gemeinschaft Belgiens (Fribourg, 
12 May 2016). 

„Comparing Patterns of Territorial Division of Governmental Power: Questioning the Scientific Foundations of the 
‘Regional State’ and The Participation of Cantons in the Swiss Federal System” (Trento, 6 and 7 May 2016). 

“Integration: Ein Grundrecht?”, Fachtagung Caritas-Netz (Fribourg, 3 May 2016). 

Begleitgruppe zur Studie „Föderalismus und Wettbewerbsfähigkeit in der Schweiz“ (Berne, 12 April 2016). 

The Federal System of Switzerland and University Education, Study Retreat on Federalism and Transitions for a 
delegation of women parliamentarians, female representatives of armed groups and of civil society of 
Myanmar(Fribourg, 20 April 2016) and Study Retreat on Federalism and Transitions for a Delegation of the Government 
of the Union of Myanmar (Fribourg, 2 March 2016). 

Big Data, Panel Discussion (Fribourg, 23 March 2016). 

“La liberté d’expression et ses limites”, Actualité en droit: Perspectives Franco-Suisses (Paris, 18 February 2016). 

“Key Issues of Federalism: Comparative Perspectives” (Jaffna, Kandy and Colombo, Sri Lanka, 18-26 January 2016). 

“Swiss Democracy – Structures, Practices and Trends” (Colombo, Sri Lanka, 26 January 2016). 

Trans-Pacific Comparative Public Law Roundtable, University of Washington School of Law (Seattle, 14-15 January 2016). 

“Engagement of Swiss Courts with International Law, Multilevel Approaches to Conflicts between Direct Democracy and 
Human Rights”, ILA Study Group on Principles on the Engagement of Domestic Courts with International Law 
(Heidelberg, 26-27 November 2015). 

“The Right to Culture, Missing or Connecting Link of Europe’s Human Rights Evolution?” Compendium of Cultural Policies 
& Trends in Europe (Wroclaw, 12-13 November 2015). 

“Accomodating National Minorities in Federal Switzerland”, IACFS Conference, Revisiting Unity and Diversity in Federal 
Countries: Changing Concepts, Reform Proposals and New Institutional Realities, (2-3 October 2015, Montréal). 

Eidgenössische Jugendsession, Arbeitsgruppe Initiativrecht (Bern, 27 August 2015). 

Begleitgruppe „Grund- und Menschenrechte für Menschen mit einer Behinderung“ (Luzern, 20 August 2015). 

“Comparing Patterns of Territorial Division of Governmental Power: Questioning the Scientific Foundations of the 
’Regional State’” (Trento, 9 and 10 July 2015). 

“Vom Üblichen und den drei G’s”, Maturarede (Reussbühl, 19 June 2015). 

“Schweizerischer Föderalismus”, Seminar für Mitglieder des Parlaments der russischen Föderation (Fribourg, 18 June 
2015). 

“The Swiss Political System”, Seminar für ägyptische Medienschaffende (Fribourg, 8 June 2015). 

“International Seed Policies” (Bern, 22 May 2015). 

“The Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights – Experiences and Challenges” (Bern, 21 May 2015). 

“The Counter-majoritarian Role of Courts in (Direct) Democratic Systems: Revisiting Constitutional Review in 
Switzerland”, Developing Democracy, Conversations on Democratic Governance in International, European and 
Comparative Law, Cambridge Journal of International and Comparative Law (Cambridge, 8-9 May 2015). 

The Shared Values of Multiculturalism in Azerbaijan and Switzerland (Fribourg, 23 March 2015). 

La démocratie directe en Suisse et en Belgique (Freiburg, 17 March 2015). 



The Paradox of Bossuet - Cursing Inequality while Fueling it (Delhi, 5 February 2015). 

Le suffrage féminin en Suisse, Les hésitations d’une androcratie directe à devenir une démocratie (La femme et les 
transformations démocratiques dans les pays du Printemps Arabe, Marrakech, 23 January 2015). 

„Die Eizellenspende zulassen“, Anhörung bei der Kommission für Wissenschaft, Bildung und Kultur des 
Nationalrates/Parliamentary hearing (WBK-N, Bern 16 January 2015). 

Sanktionen in der Sozialhilfe, MRZ-Veranstaltungsreihe Existenzsicherung und Menschenrechte (Zürich, 18 November 
2014). 

“Concurrent powers as doors to legislative innovation – conditional powers as gates to the blind alley – Some Swiss 
illustrations”, Concurrency of Powers in Federal Systems: Meaning, Making and Managing, IACFS Conference (Cape 
Town, 5-6 November 2014). 

“Procedural rights in administrative procedures” (Beijing, 17 October 2014). 

Subnational public debt in fiscally sustainable Europe (Eisenstadt, 24-26 September 2014). 

„Demokratie in der Krise“, (Freiburg, 26 June 2014). 

“Dealing with linguistic diversity in Switzerland” (Freiburg, 25 June 2014). 

“Diversity, Direct Democracy and International Law, A Swiss Perspective” (Canterbury, 21 November 2013). 

“Einige Gedanken zur Zukunft des Rechts und der Rechtwissenschaft”, Dies academicus (Freiburg, 15 November 2013). 

„Human Rights Law in Conflict with Direct Democracy” (London, 5 November 2013). 

“The Right to Self-Determination – Legal Foundations and Practical Impacts” (Freiburg, 23 August 2013). 

“States Falling Apart? Secessionist and Autonomy Movements in Europe“ (Freiburg, 22 and 23 August 2013). 

„Procedural Rights in Swiss Constitutional Law“ (Beijing, 22 June 2013). 

“Access to the Judiciary“ (Beijing, 21 June 2013). 

“Zur rechtlichen Bedeutung des Grundrechts auf Datenschutz: Missbrauchsschutz oder Schutz der informationellen 
Selbstbestimmung?“ (Freiburg, 7 June 2013). 

„Die Europäische Menschenrechtskonvention und die Kantone“ (Freiburg, 6 May 2013). 

„Die Zürcher Prozesse“ (Zürich Neumarkt, 3-5 May 2013). 

„The Right to Water and the Duty to Cooperate“ (Murten, 22 March 2013). 

„Das Verhältnis von Staat und Religion im Wandel“ (Freiburg, 19 March 2013). 

„Internationale Menschenrechtsverpflichtungen und Follow-up-Verfahren in der Schweiz“ (Freiburg, 5 March 2013). 

„Regional Conference on Federalism and Decentralisation in the Horn of Africa (Addis Ababa, 25-27 February 2013). 

„Religiöse Zeichen am Arbeitsplatz“ (Zürich, 29 November 2012). 

„Linguistic Diversity and Language Rights in Switzerland“ (Freiburg, 27 November 2012). 

“Menschenrechte in der Schweiz: Was ist zu tun? Die neuesten Empfehlungen des UNO-Menschenrechtsrats an die 
Schweiz“ (Freiburg, 26 November 2012). 

„Administrative Law Enforcement and the Rule of Law in Switzerland“ (Freiburg, 5 November 2012). 

“Human Rights Protection in Switzerland“ (Freiburg, 24 September 2012). 

“Legitimacy of law making processes“ (Beijing, 23 June 2012). 

“Die Begründung der Menschenwürde im Kontext des Sozialbereichs (politische, rechtliche und individuelle Ansprüche)“ 
(Bern, 12 June 2012). 

Die Schweiz und das UPR-Verfahren: Institutionelle Aspekte (Bern, 11 May 2012). 

Die Umsetzung internationaler Menschenrechtsempfehlungen im föderalistischen Staat (Bern, 10 May 2012). 

Rechtsstaatlichkeit in der Sozialhilfe, Verfassungsrechtliche Anforderungen und Schranken der Existenzsicherung 
(Freiburg, 4 and 5 May 2012). 

„Social Rights and Global Trade“ (Fribourg, 26 March and 2 April 2012). 



Die Menschenrechtsdialoge der Schweiz: Wohin führt die Neuausrichtung? (Bern, 25 January 2012). 

Seminar über die Umsetzung der Empfehlungen an die Schweiz im Rahmen der universellen periodischen Überprüfung 
(UPR) des UNO-Menschenrechtsrates, Atelier Institutionelle Fragen (Bern, 24 January 2012). 

“Human Rights and Human Rights Protection” (Freiburg, 5 December 2011). 

“Constitutionalism and Constitution-Making” (Freiburg, 5 December 2011). 

„Die Option für die Armen als Aufgabe der Wissenschaften an den Universitäten“ (Freiburg, 2 December 2011). 

„Constitutional Guarantees of Women Workers Rights” (Ramallah, 29. November 2011). 

„Föderalismus und Migrationspolitik“ (Bern 27 October 2011). 

„Bildungspolitik in Föderalstaaten und der Europäischen Union im Vergleich: Does Federalism Matter?“ Länderbericht 
Schweiz (Tübingen, 13 October 2011). 

Seminar zu den Empfehlungen des UNO Ausschusses für wirtschaftliche, soziale und kulturelle Rechte an die Schweiz 
(Bern, 5 October 2011). 

„Constitution-Making Processes“ (Vinh Yen, 30 September 2011). 

“Constitutionalism and Human Rights“ (Hanoi, 1 October 2011). 

“Demokratie und Rechtsstaatlichkeit“ (Freiburg, 28 September 2011). 

„The Implementation of Political Rights in Switzerland“, OECD Needs Assessment Mission (Bern, 5 July 2011). 

„Föderalismus und Dezentralisierung in der Schweiz“, Swiss-Ukranian Decentralization Support Program (St. Gallen, 4 
July 2011). 

„Femmes et droits de l’homme“ (Geneva, 16 June 2011). 

„Eine rechtliche Sicht auf die Biomedizin“ (Freiburg, 2 May 2011). 

„Social and Labour Law“ (Freiburg, 11 April 2011). 

“Die soziale Verantwortung der Unternehmen“ (Bern, 31 March 2011). 

„Internationale Menschen- und Arbeitsrechte“ (Freiburg, 8 March 2011). 

“Use of natural resources: Swiss cases” (Beijing, 25 January 2011). 

 

Scholarships, Awards and Memberships 

Federalism Prize 2019 (ch foundation); Scholarship of the Swiss Foundation of Scientific Research (July 2000-June 2003); 
Vigener Award for outstanding doctoral thesis (July 2002), Award for best summa cum laude Licentiate (July 1996); 
Award for best Matura Diploma (June 1991); Certificate of Honour of the Hibbing High School (May 1988); Member of 
the National Honour Society of Secondary Schools, Hibbing Chapter (May 1988). 

Since 2016, EMB is a member of the board of the Institute for Law and Religion (http://www.unifr.ch) and of the Swiss 
Centre for Islam and Society (http://www.unifr.ch). Since 2017, she is a member of the board of the Institute for 
European Law (https://www.unifr.ch/ius/euroinstitut_de/home) and member of the scientific committee of the 
Institute for Comparative Federalism at Eurac Research (Bozen). From 2011-2016, she has been a member of the board 
of the Interdisciplinary Institute for Ethics and Human Rights. Since 2017, she is member of the board of the 
“Observatoire de la diversité et des droits cultures”. 

At the Fribourg law faculty, EMB is member of the Commission on International Relations (since 2011), member of the 
Commission on Equivalences (since 2014) and of the Teaching Commission (since 2017). From 2014-2017, she was a 
vice-dean of the law faculty and president of the Library Commission. 

EMB is also member of the Swiss and German Association of Constitutional Lawyers and International Commission of 
Jurists and a number of other professional associations and has been a board member of Caritas Switzerland (2008–
2015). In 2022, she joined the Netzwerk Wissenschaftsfreiheit (network academic freedom). 

She is co-editor of the book series “Federalism and Internal Conflicts” with Soeren Keil (Palgrave) and member of the 
Editorial Board of the book series “Studies in Territorial and Cultural Diversity Governance”, edited by Francesco 
Palermo and Josef Marko (Brill/Nijhoff). 
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Languages 

German (native language), French (very good), English (very good), Spanish (basic), Latin, Ancient Greek  



Publications Eva Maria Belser 

Wie viel Identität und Homogenität erfordert demokratische Gouvernanz, wie viel Vielfalt lässt sie zu? Gedanken zu den 
gesellschaftlichen Voraussetzungen demokratischer Verfassungen, forthcoming. 

PPMs in Food Trade, in: Encyclopedia in International Economic Law, 2nd edition (with Elisabeth Bürgi and Simon 
Mazidi), forthcoming. 

The Swiss Council of States: An Unwavering Federal, not So Federal Second Chamber, forthcoming. 

Regional Identities: Improving Dialogue to Reduce Regional Tensions, Draft Report on Behalf of the Congress of Local 
and Regional Authorities (with Géraldine Cattilaz), forthcoming. 

Engagement of Swiss Courts with International Law, Looking at the Swiss Federal Supreme Court and its Ways of Dealing 
with Conflicts between Domestic Law and International Human Rights Guarantees (with Rekha Oleschak-Pillai), 
forthcoming. 

Secession in Federal Systems, in John Kincaid and J. Wesley Leckrone (eds), Teaching Federalism: Multidimensional 
Approaches (with Robin Beglinger), forthcoming. 

The Turn to Global Constitutionalism at the WTO and its Impact on African Constitutionalism, in: Charles M. Fombad 
and Nico Steytler (eds.), Constitutionalism and the Economy in Africa, Stellenbosch Handbooks in African Constitutional 
Law, Oxford 2022, Chapter 14. 

“Constitutional Reform – Jurisdiction Report – Switzerland”, in Luís Roberto Barroso and Richard Albert (eds.), The 2021 
International Review of Constitutional Reform (with Simon Mazidi), Texas 2022, 216-220 (online: 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4254200).  

Die Verfassung Liechtensteins im Dialog: Einflüsse und Auswirkungen, Beitrag im Rahmen der Feierlichkeiten zum 100-
jährigen Verfassungsjubiläum (mit Géraldine Cattilaz), in: Peter Bussjäger/Anna Gamper (Hrsg.), 100 Jahre 
Liechtensteinische Verfassung, Wien 2022, 39-62. 

Schlussveranstaltung des Schweizerischen Kompetenzzentrums für Menschenrechte – Eine Gelegenheit für das Institut 
für Föderalismus, um über seine Beteiligung Bilanz zu ziehen (mit Sandra Egli), Newsletter IFF 2/2022. 

Der Anspruch auf Hilfe in Notlagen im Kanton Basel-Stadt, Gutachten zuhanden der reformierten Kirche Basel-Stadt (mit 
Sandra Egli, Thea Bächler und Rekha Oleschak), Juni 2022 (verfügbar auf: https://skmr-
archiv.ch/uploads/publikationenDokumentationen/studienGutachten/ungen%C3%BCgende-hilfe-in-
notlagen/221215_Gutachten_Hilfe_in_Notlagen_2022-12-16-072104_yfek.pdf).  

Menschenrechte als Grenze von Mehrheitsentscheiden, in: Schweizerisches Kompetenzzentrum für Menschenrechte 
(SKMR), Menschenrechte in der Schweiz stärken, Neue Ideen für Politik und Praxis, Bern 2022, 19-38 (online: 
https://buchundnetz.com/werke/menschenrechte-in-der-schweiz-staerken/) (mit Sandra Egli); Les droits humains, une 
limite aux décisions prises par la majorité, in: Centre suisse de compétence pour les droits humains (CSDH), Renforcer 
les droits humains en Suisse, Nouvelles idées pour la politique et la pratique, Berne 2022, 19-39 (online: 
https://buchundnetz.com/werke/renforcer-les-droits-humains-en-suisse/) (avec Sandra Egli).  

Föderalismus als Chance für die Menschenrechte, in: Schweizerisches Kompetenzzentrum für Menschenrechte (SKMR), 
Menschenrechte in der Schweiz stärken, Neue Ideen für Politik und Praxis, Bern 2022, 39-56 (online: 
https://buchundnetz.com/werke/menschenrechte-in-der-schweiz-staerken/) (mit Sandra Egli); Les atouts du 
fédéralism pour les droits humains, in: Centre suisse de compétence pour les droits humains (CSDH), Renforcer les droits 
humains en Suisse, Nouvelles idées pour la politique et la pratique, Berne 2022, 41-58 (online: 
https://buchundnetz.com/werke/renforcer-les-droits-humains-en-suisse/) (avec Sandra Egli). 

Grundrechte vulnerabler Personen verwirklichen, in: Schweizerisches Kompetenzzentrum für Menschenrechte (SKMR), 
Menschenrechte in der Schweiz stärken, Neue Ideen für Politik und Praxis, Bern 2022, 105-124 (online: 
https://buchundnetz.com/werke/menschenrechte-in-der-schweiz-staerken/) (mit Sandra Egli); Réaliser les droits 
fondamentaux des personnes vulnerables, in: Centre suisse de compétence pour les droits humains (CSDH), Renforcer 
les droits humains en Suisse, Nouvelles idées pour la politique et la pratique, Berne 2022, 109-127 (online: 
https://buchundnetz.com/werke/renforcer-les-droits-humains-en-suisse/) (avec Sandra Egli). 

Grund- und Menschenrechte als Leitlinien für die Bekämpfung von Pandemien, in: Schweizerisches Kompetenzzentrum 
für Menschenrechte (SKMR), Menschenrechte in der Schweiz stärken, Neue Ideen für Politik und Praxis, Bern 2022, 181-
200 (online: https://buchundnetz.com/werke/menschenrechte-in-der-schweiz-staerken/) (mit Sandra Egli, Kelly Bishop 
und Jörg Künzli); Les droits humains, fil rouge de la lutte contre les pandémies, in: Centre suisse de compétence pour 
les droits humains (CSDH), Renforcer les droits humains en Suisse, Nouvelles idées pour la politique et la pratique, Berne 
2022, 185-203 (online: https://buchundnetz.com/werke/renforcer-les-droits-humains-en-suisse/) (avec Sandra Egli, 
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Kelly Bishop et Jörg Künzli). 

Pouring Oil on Iraq’s Fragile Power Sharing Arrangement: Kurdistan’s Autonomy and the Kurdish Oil Judgement of 2022 
(with Daan Smeekens and Simon Mazidi), 50 Shades of Federalisms, July 2022, available at 
http://50shadesoffederalism.com/case-studies/pouring-oil-on-iraqs-fragile-power-sharing-arrangement-kurdistans-
autonomy-and-the-kurdish-oil-judgment-of-2022/.  

Das Recht auf eine saubere, gesunde und nachhaltige Umwelt, Die Fortentwicklung des Grund- und 
Menschenrechtsschutzes auf völkerrechtlicher, regionaler und nationaler Ebene (mit Sandra Egli und Thea Bächler), in: 
Jusletter 20. Juni 2022. 

Learning from Iraq? Debates on Federalism and Decentralisation for post-war Syria (with Soeren Keil), in: Soeren 
Keil/Sabine Kropp (eds.), Emerging Federal Structures in the Post-Cold War Era, Cham 2022, 189-214. 

Linguistic Diversity in Switzerland – The Need to Go Beyond Territorial Accommodation, Language Policy in Federal and 
Devolved Countries:  Current Debates and Potential Changes (with Simon Mazidi), Forum of Federations series on 
Language Policy in Federal and Devolved Countries, 2022, available at https://forumfed.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/OPS-57-Language-Policy-Switzerland.pdf. 

Fehlurteile 2021: «Fehlurteil 2021: ‘Strotzt vor Unstimmigkeiten`» (zusammen mit Christopher Gert und Kurt Pärli), 
plädoyer 2/2022, 73-74. 

COVID-19 social stratification in Switzerland, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), March 
2022, available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs.  

Rosika Schwimmer – Erinnerungen an eine Frau ohne Grenzen und ohne Heimat, in: Eva Maria Belser/Pascal 
Pichonnaz/Hubert Stöckli (Hrsg.), Le droit sans frontières – Recht ohne Grenzen – Law without Borders, Mélanges pour 
Franz Werro, Bern 2022, 55-64. 

Managing the Coronavirus Pandemic in Switzerland: How Federalism Went into Emergency Mode and Struggled to Get 
out of, in: Nico Steytler (ed.), Comparative Federalism and Covid-19, Combating the Pandemic, London/New York, 2022, 
124-141. 

Der grundrechtliche Anspruch auf Zugang zu Information und Dokumenten, Ein Blick auf das Freiburger InfoG aus der 
Perspektive der Rechte Einzelner (mit Géraldine Cattilaz), in: Bernhard Waldmann/Florian Bergamin (Hrsg.), 10 Jahre 
InfoG Freiburg, Die Implementierung des Öffentlichkeitsprinzips im Kanton Freiburg – ausgewählte Aspekte, Bern 2021, 
65-91. 

Der Schweizer Föderalismus in Zeiten der Pandemie: Wie krisenfest ist die vertikale Gewaltenteilung? (mit Simon 
Mazidi), in: Europäisches Zentrum für Föderalismus-Forschung Tübingen (EZFF) (Hrsg.), Jahrbuch des Föderalismus 
2021, Föderalismus, Subsidiarität und Regionen in Europa, Baden-Baden 2021, 67-84. 

Direkte und deliberative Demokratien der Schweiz, Vom Volk, das nicht nur mitredet, sondern entscheidet und dennoch 
nicht immer das letzte Wort haben sollte, in: Elisabeth Alber/Carolin Zwilling (Hrsg.), Von Government zu Governance, 
Direkte und deliberative Demokratie in europäischen Mehrebenensystemen, Bozen 2021, 127–164. 

Covid-19 Vaccines: Ethical, Legal and Health Policy considerations regarding different responses to vaccine hesitancy, 
Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), August 2021, available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-
briefs.  

Existierte die Schweiz während der Pandemie? Die Eigenheiten der Schweiz und ihre Eignung für den Krisenfall, in: Frank 
Rühli/Andreas Thier (Hrsg.), Weissbuch Corona, Die Schweiz nach der Pandemie, Befunde – Erkenntnisse – Perspektiven, 
Basel 2021, 95-102. 

Von Tunesien lernen – Einige Erkenntnisse für den syrischen Verfassungsprozess, Berlin 2021 (online). 

Subnational Constitutionalism in Switzerland – A Sleeping Beauty Awaiting to be Kissed, in: Patricia Popelier, Giacomo 
Delledonne, Nicholas Aroney (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Subnational Constitutions and Constitutionalism, 
London 2021, 252-269. 

Grundrechte II: Die einzelnen Grundrechte (mit Bernhard Waldmann), Zürich/Basel/Genf 2021. 

Grundrechte I: Die allgemeinen Grundrechtslehren (mit Bernhard Waldmann), Zürich/Basel/Genf 2021. 

Vom Umgang mit Gleichheit und Vielfalt im Föderalismus, im Rechtsstaat und in der Demokratie, Schweizerischer 
Justistentag 2021 «Gleichstellung neu interpretiert», ZSR 140 (2021) II, 5-117. 

Introduction (with Lawrence Zünd), in: Eva Maria Belser/Thea Bächler/Sandra Egli/Lawrence Zünd (eds.), The Principle 
of Equality, Reconciling Autonomy with Equal Rights and Opportunities, Leiden and Boston 2021, 1-9. 
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